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In June, NORVA welcomed Jody Olsen, the newly appointed director of the Peace Corps, at a special event at the Market Garden Brewery. More than 90 attendees heard Dr. Olsen talk about the Peace Corp’s current status and its future plans. The evening included a send-off celebration for a dozen inductees and a “story slam” in which five RPCVs shared tales of how their service changed them, their families, and their host communities.  
[bookmark: _Toc5974430]Cultural Dinners
Nearly every month, NORVA members socialized and networked while exploring cuisines from around the word, including:
· Ethiopia (Empress Tatu, Cleveland)
· Thailand (Banana Blossom, Ohio City)
· Korea (Manna, Cuyahoga Falls) 
· India (Saffron Patch, Merriman Valley)
· Latin America (Barroco, Lakewood)
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For closer-to-home cuisine, Annabel Khouri hosted a potluck that included a tour of organic farming techniques at Bay Branch Farm on Cleveland’s west side.   




[bookmark: _Toc5974431]Volunteering
Serving the northeast Ohio community, we maintained the Peace Garden for All Nations in the Cleveland Cultural Gardens in both spring and fall, staffed a water stop during the Cleveland Marathon in June, and fed the homeless and assembled donation packages on Cleveland’s west side in March. 

[bookmark: _Toc5974432]Meetings
In addition to the Annual Meeting in April, at which the membership elected new officers, the leadership team held quarterly meetings in Ohio City, Hudson, and Copley.

[bookmark: _Toc5974433]Community Outreach 
NORVA members represented the Peace Corps’ spirit of service at several events throughout the year:   
· Cleveland Asian Festival
· Pride in the CLE
· One World Festival 
Members also shared their cross-cultural experiences with students in a panel discussion at Cleveland Community College’s “Professional Cultures Around the World” workshop.
[bookmark: _Toc5974434]Support for Our Communities 
In 2018, NORVA contributed more than $2500 to local projects that serve the goal of “bringing the world home.” Through PAGE grants and scholarships, NORVA supported:

RPCV Sarah Gray-Naz’s classroom in the Cleveland Municipal School District with a classroom subscription for Time for Kids for her social studies class. 
[image: ][image: ][image: ]Scholarships for 5 Returned Peace Corps Volunteers to attend the Diplomacy Begins Here: Women Who Rock the World Regional Summit presented by Global Ties and the Cleveland Council on World Affairs. This summit included a keynote address by Peace Corps Director Jody Olsen.

A New Year Festival for Maghe Sankranti, celebrating Nepali and Magar culture.

	

[image: ]Case Western Reserve’s Lunar New Year Celebration to educate the community about and celebrate the Asian festival with local and international students alike.
[image: ]Northeast Ohio Conflict Resolution Symposium. NORVA funded registration fees and transportation costs for Cleveland students from Thomas Jefferson International Newcomers, New Tech West, New Tech East, East Clark, and Jane Addams High School to participate in this Symposium.
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	Tamang Buddhist Society’s Gyalpo 
Lhosar Festival, celebrating the 
Buddhist New Year.  
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Provided RPCV Anooj Bhandari’s student Ornella Enoise with a scholarship to participate in the Critical Issues Summit with Rustic Pathways. This scholarship supported Orella’s trip to Cambodia to learn more about the pressing global issue of access to water.
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	NORVA supported an International Festival called “Culture Shock” at Cuyahoga Community College, which celebrated the diverse international community present at the college. NORVA funding allowed Cleveland students from Thomas Jefferson International Newcomers Academy to attend this event.
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[bookmark: _Toc5974435]Finances
NORVA’s financial picture remains strong, coming in at or under budget in every spending category for the Fiscal year.

[bookmark: _Toc5974436]NORVA Accounts and Balances (as of 3/31/2019)
	Charter One
	Business Checking Accounts
	$3,382

	Charter One
	Business Money Market
	$21,821

	PayPal
	Norvapres@gmail.com
	$534

	
	Total:
	$25,737



[bookmark: _Toc5974437]2018 FY Expenses
	Page Grants/Scholarships
	$2,937

	Web Hosting and Email Newsletter
	$556

	Nomination Parties (Catering)
	$356

	Service Projects
	$97

	Miscellaneous/Annual Report
	$215

	Total:
	$4,161


*estimated 
[bookmark: _Toc5974438]2018 FY Income
	Dues
	$24

	Interest
	$4

	Marathon Water Stop
	$250

	Soups of the World*
	$0

	Total
	$278



*Not a Soups year, as this is a biannual fundraiser.
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